MINUTES

World Federation of the Deafblind 2nd General Assembly
Tampere, Finland

5-7 June 2005
DAY 1 – Sunday (2pm—6 pm)

2 pm – 3.30 pm

1. Opening

Stig Ohlson, president, opened the meeting at 14.10.

2. information about delegates and approval of electoral register

For more information about the delegates present, please refer to Appendix 1.
Open voting for approval of the list of delegates: 

Yes: 22

Against: none

The General Assembly approved the list of delegates.

3. information about voting procedures

Election procedures for voting. 

For more information about the election procedures for voting, please refer to appendix 2.

4. appointment of three persons to count the votes in open and hidden ballots

Executive committee proposes three persons to count the votes:

Anthony Lusaggi, Uganda

Penny May Kamau, Kenya

William Green, Italy

Yes: majority

The GA has approved the proposed persons to be the executive committee.

5. approval of agenda

The agenda was already distributed to the delegates beforehand.
Approve: 31

Against: 1

The agenda for the General Assembly was approved by open vote.

6. appointment of two persons to read and sign the minutes

Electoral committee has a proposal for the two persons to read and sign the minutes. 

Ezekiel Kumwenda, Malawi

Martha Karaskowa, Czech Republic

Approve: 29

Against: none

Appointment of the persons proposed to read and sign the minutes approved

7. information about procedures in hidden ballot 

The GA was informed about the procedures in hidden ballot
8. electoral committee informs about nominations. Nomination of candidates for the Executive Council closes at 5 pm Sunday.

For more information about the information from the electoral committee, please refer to Appendix 3.
3.30 – 4 pm COFFEE BREAK

4-6 pm

9. greetings from guests (SHIA, WBU, WFD, DbI)

The GA received greeting from visiting organizations. For the speeches, please refer to Appendix 4. 

10. appointment of committees

For more information about the committees, please refer to Appendix 5. 
a. Editorial committee – resolution

Names for the editorial committee: 

Chair: Lex Grandia, Denmark

Member: Sanja Tarczay, Croatia

Member: Andre van Deventer, South Africa

No more proposals for editorial committee.
Open vote for the approval of these names as editorial committee.

Approval: 35

Against: none

Not voting: 1

The GA has approved the proposal for the editorial committee.
b. Guidelines committee

The proposed members for guideline committee:

Chair: Linda Eriksson, Sweden

Member: Beatriz Vallejo, Columbia

Member: Collin Bennett, UK

No more proposals for editorial committee.
Open vote for the approval of the names for the editorial committee. 

Approve: 36

Against: none

Not voting: none

The GA has approved the proposal to be the editorial committee.
11. Reports

a. President’s report

b. Secretary General (Lex Grandia)

The GA has heard the presidents and Secretary General’s reports and has open vote procedure to approve the reports.
Approve: 35 

Against: None
Blank: None

The GA has approved these reports.

12. Presentation of the final list of candidates to the different positions in the executive council.
For more information about the final list of candidates, please refer to Appendix 6.

13. Adjournment of the meeting until the next morning by Lex Grandia at 18:06. 

Day 2 Mon 6.6. 05

14. Reopening of the GA at 9:05

Handing out the ballots for the representatives.
Braille: 26 delegates

Large print: 11 delegates

12. Presentation of candidates to the presidency

For more information about the candidates for the presidency, please refer to Appendix 8.
13. Election of president

Lex Grandia was the only candidate for the election of presidency.
Approval: 34 

Blank: 2

All votes cast: 36

Lex will be the President from the afternoon tomorrow the next 4 yrs.

For the thank you –speech of Lex Grandia, please refer to Appendix 9.

14. The appointment of Stig Ohlson for honorary member of the WFDB

Approval: (one vote too many) 38

Stig Ohlson has been approved as the honorary member of the WFDB by the GA.

For thank you –speech of Stig Ohlson, please refer to the Appendix 10.
14. Reports

a. Panel of Experts

For the regional reports, please refer to Appendix 11.
COFFEE BREAK 10:45-11:10

15. Presentation of the candidates for vice-presidency

For the precise presentations of the candidates for vice-presidency, please refer to Appendix 12.

16. Election of executive council 

a. Vice-president

Results of the voting for vice presidency:

Daniel Alvarez: 11 votes

Jeffrey Bohrman: 7 votes

Sonnia Margarita Villacrés: 18 votes 

Altogether: 36 votes cast

Sonnia Margarita Villacrés was chosen as the new vice president.

b. Secretary General 

Results of the voting for the secretary general:

André van Deventer: 29 votes 

Jeffrey Bohrman: 7 votes

Blank: none

Altogether: 36 votes cast

André van Deventer has been elected as the next Secretary General.
c. Election of the treasurer. 

We had only one candidate for the treasurer, Gunborg Lindström from Sweden. For more information, please refer to Appendix 15.

Results of the voting:

For: 36

Against: none 

Altogether: 36

17. adjournment of the meeting until the next morning 8:45 at 13:10 by Lex Grandia.
DAY 3 – Tuesday 

17. Introduction and election of regional representatives – appointed by each region beforehand, GA approves

Nearly every region has made a decision about the regional representatives, only thing to happen is, that the GA has to approve them.
For more information about the candidates, please see app 7.

Africa:

David Shaba, Tanzania

Approval: 33

Against: none

Votes cast: 33

Asia:

Satoshi Fukushima, Japan

Approval: 35  

Against: none

Votes cast: 35

Europe:

Sanja Tarczay, Croatia

Approval: 35

Against: none

Votes cast: 35

Latin America:

Beatriz Vallejo, Colombia

Approval: 35

Against: none

Votes cast: 35

North America:

Jeffrey Bohrman, USA

Approval: 35

Against: none

Votes cast: 35

Pacific:

Results of the hidden ballot voting about the Pacific regional representative:

Jan Scahill: 26

Sven Topp: 9

Blank: 1

Votes cast: 36

GA has approved Jan Scahill as the new Pacific region representative. 

18. Election of two auditors

Geir Jensen: 29

Peter van Houtte: 16 

Robbie van Eck: 24

Blank: 3

Votes cast: 36

GA has chosen Geir Jensen and Robbie van Eck as the new auditors.

For more information of the candidates to two auditors, please refer to app 9.

19. The nomination of the Richard Kinney -award

The award goes to Jan Scahill, New Zealand. For more information, please see Appendix 16.
20. Adjournment of the meeting at 10:40.

10.30-11 COFFEE BREAK

19. Election of electoral committee – three persons

André van Deventer: cannot be elected, because he has been elected for the Secretary General

Dimitar Parapanov: 28

Jan Jakes: 27

Jan Scahill: cannot be elected, because she has been elected for regional representative of the Pacific.

José Llong: 29

Roger Galo: 19

Blank: 

Votes cast: 36

Dimitar, Jan J. And José have been elected for electoral committee by the GA.

20. Membership fee

Last 4 years it has been 40 $. No received proposals for changes. Executive council thus proposes that the membership fee will be the same. 

Approval: 32

Against: none

Blank: none

Votes cast: 32

GA has approved the unchanged membership fee and it will stay the same for the next 4 years.

21. Report and decision of the proposals from the committees

a. editorial committee – resolution

The General Assembly heard the draft resolution made by the Editorial committee of the GA in Tampere, Finland. Open voting for the approval:

Approval: 36

Against: none

Blank: none

Votes cast: 36

b. guidelines committee

Linda Eriksson from Sweden reported from the work of the guidelines committee, for more information, please refer to app 15.

Open ballot voting for approval:

Approval: 36

Against: none

Blank: none

Votes cast: 36

GA has approved the report from the guidelines committee

22. Place for the next HKWC/WFDB GA

South Africa has volunteered to organize and host the next HKWC/WFDB GA in Cape Town in October 2009. 

Approval of place for the next HKWC/WFDB GA

Approval: 34

Against: none

Blank: none

Votes cast: 34

Japan has offered to host a conference in 2013. Japan will contact the board later with more details, so we can discuss it in the next conference/GA.

23. CLOSING

Chair of the GA, Stig Ohlson closed the meeting at 12:10.

Handing over the presidency to Lex Grandia.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Keeper of the minutes: Stina Ojala

Two persons to check and sign the minutes:

Marta Karásková

Ezekiel Kumwenda
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