MINUTES  

FOUNDING GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE WORLD FEDERATION OF THE DEAFBLIND, WFDb

Held in Hotel Waipuna, Auckland, New Zealand, October 11, 2001 9 a.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

October 12, 2001, 8.30 a.m - 4.30 p.m. 

1. OPENING

Welcome by Stig Ohlson.

Guest Speaker - Kicki Nordstrom, President of World Blind Union (WBU)

Presentation of gift for WFDb from WBU: a chairman's gavel, handicraft made by Laplanders of Sweden, with the inscription: "Gift from WBU to WFDB Oct. 2001".

Guest Speaker - Tony Walton, President of NZ Deaf Association, representing World Federation of the Deaf (WFD)

At the 6th Helen Keller Conference in Paipa, Colombia, in 1997, the deafblind persons present decided to found the World Federation of the Deafblind, WFDb. A provisional committee was established, with the task to prepare this Founding General Assembly. 

Presentation of Provisional Committee:

Stig Ohlson - Sweden, acting chairman of Committee

Lex Grandia – Denmark, Editor of The International Newsletter of the Deafblind 

André van Deventer - South Africa 

Irene McMinn - Australia 

Daniel Alvarez Reyes – Spain 

Three members absent: Roderick McDonald, Hawaii, acting vice chairman, Yolanda de Rodriguez, Colombia; Jane Eriksen, Sweden

2. Delegates, right to vote. 

Proposal that all deafblind who have registered are entitled to vote until the Constitution is approved. 76 delegates have registered. 

Agreed.

3. Agenda for Meeting

Proposal to approval of Draft Agenda

Agreed.

4. Appointment of three persons to act as vote counters

4a. The provisional committee has appointed an electional committee for this meeting, consisting of: Jan Jakes, Czech Republic, Beatriz de Fuentes, Colombia, and Craig McClean, Canada. 

Agreed. 

4b.  The election committee nominates  Ximena Serpa, Colombia, Kerstin Bjork, Sweden, and Jan Comer, New Zealand, to act as vote counters. 

Agreed.

5. Appointment of two persons to check and sign the minutes from the assembly.

Nominations:

- Malin Eriksson - Sweden

- Arnold Cielens - Australia

Agreed.

6. WFDB Constitution, presentation and discussion of draft

Discussion led by Lex Grandia.

Minor changes only will be considered, any other changes will be left to new executive council to work on over next four years.

Article 1:

Name, legal form, registered address and definition

Suggestions from the floor:

1.1   Change WFDb to WFDB 

Remove the word charitable.

Change the name to The World Federation of Deafblind People.

Write Deaf-Blind instead of Deafblind.

“1.3  Deafblindness is a unique disability, caused by a combination of severe auditive and visual impairments.”

Change the word deafblindness to Multisensory impairment. 

Strike the word “severe”.

Article 2:

Relationships

“2.1 - WFDb establishes and maintains close relationships with The World Federation of the Deaf (WFD), the World Blind Union (WBU), Deafblind International (DbI), The International Disability Alliance (IDA), all relevant United Nations organisations and institutions and with regional offices of international organisations whose aims are in accordance with those of WFDb and its members.”

· Suggestions from floor to exclude IDA, as it is a network, not an organisation. 

Article 3:

Aims and Function

“3.1 - The aim of WFDb is to improve the quality of life of deafblind people worldwide, with the objective of achieving their equal rights and equal opportunities in all areas of society, to be a worldwide forum for the exchange of knowledge and experiences in the area of deafblindness, and to increase international solidarity among deafblind people's organisations.”

 Suggested to change the word 'aim' in first line to 'objectives'.

Add “deafblind people with additional disabilities”.

3.2 - Functions of WFDb:

“(a) – to promote social inclusion and equal participation in all areas of society.

(c) - to promote improvements in the field of education and rehabilitation of deafblind people.

(h) - to support national deafblind organisations.” 

Suggestion from floor

(a) Why not integration instead of social inclusion? 

Answer: This has to do with Human Rights issues. The United Nations terminology has been used.

(c) to add the word 'employment' after the word education. 

(h) to insert the word 'existing' before national.

Suggestions are referred to the Editorial committee for discussion.

Article 4:

Membership

Question: How is the National Body elected? (Organisations for deafblind or of deafblind.)

Answer from Lex Grandia: – It is important from an international point of view that the WFDb will have a General Assembly as big as possible, and that the General Assembly and Executive Council consist of deafblind people.  If we are to demand that national members have a majority of deafblind people in their national organisations, 160 countries will be excluded.  (There are only 25 countries where there is a deafblind organisation).  Those other 160 countries need an opportunity to send a deafblind member. WFDb cannot tell a country how deafblind people are to organise. After 10 - 20 years when we are big and rich and have founded 160 deafblind independent organisations in those countries we can demand that but now it is too early.

Suggestions from floor:

Add the term non-deafblind membership as it would increase membership and number of members within the organisation with a deafblind need.

4.7 and 4.8

Add individuals who are not deafblind.  Right now the phrase says associate and sponsor, memberships, organisations and institutions but it does not say anything about individuals.  

Article 5:

General Assembly

5.6  Suggestion that the General Assembly is responsible for making awards.

Answer: This usually is the responsibility of the Executive Council.  It is top secret.  This will be discussed when we prepare the by-laws.

Article 6:

Executive Council

Proposal from Latin America:

6.4 That when a regional elected member retires the region should elect a new representative.

Answer: Executive Council responsible for electing regional replacement.

6.9 When it is a tie does this mean that the President can decide arbitrarily?

Answer - Yes

Article 7:

Responsibilities of Elected Officers

Article 8:

Dissolution

Article 9:

Amendments and Approval

What provision is there for amendment to the Constitution in the future?  How many people in General Assembly would be required to amend the Constitution.

Answer - We have to find a way to write in our bylaws a minimum number of representatives needed to amend the constitution. We do not want the rich countries to rule the countries that cannot afford to attend General Assembly.  I have not found the right solution to organise it the way that everyone is represented, so this discussion will continue in the executive council.

Suggestions are referred to the editorial committee.

End of discussion on Constitution

7. Nominations for officers of the Executive Council from the election committee.

7.1 Nomination for President: Stig Ohlson - Sweden

7.2 Nomination for Vice-president: Daniel Alvarez Reyes - Spain

7.3 Nomination for Secretary General: Lex Grandia - Denmark

7.4 Nomination for Treasurer: Jeffrey S. Bohrman - USA

7.5 Nominations for six regional members:

David Chiedo Shaba - Africa 

Satoshi Fukushima - Asia 

Sanja Tarczay - Europe 

Craig McClean - North America 

Sonia M Villacres - Latin America 

Terry Free – Pacific (withdrawn)

Sven Topp - Pacific 

8. Nomination of two auditors:

Robbie Van Eck - South Africa

Jozef Mendrun - Poland

9. Nomination of Election Committee

Jan Scahill - New Zealand

Andre Van Deventer - South Africa

Jan Jakes - Czech Republic

Daniel Alvarez and Stig Ohlson explained the voting procedure. 

Each country has one vote. The names of the candidates should be written on the voting paper, and the papers should be left in the polling box during the afternoon and evening of October 11th. The result is to be presented next day, after the constitution being carried, in accordance with the approved agenda. 

Proposal from floor: No voting is necessary, since there is only one candidate for each position. 

Answer: If we are formal we cannot elect an executive council until we have a Constitution.  If we have an open ballot tomorrow we would have to make a change to the Constitution and still have the time problem.  Some of us due to the problems at airports may have to leave before the voting is done.  I would recommend voting tonight at the polling office.

Proposal from floor: Right to vote on anyone. 

Answer:  You can vote on anyone you like, nominated or not. 

Nominations carried.   For - 32, against - 6.

10. Appointment of Committees for the Founding Assembly

10.1 Editorial Committee 

Nominations:

Lex Grandia - Denmark

Sanja Tarczay - Croatia

John Lee - Australia

Agreed.

10.2  Committee to draw up guidelines

Nominations:

Linda Eriksson - Sweden

Jozef  Mendrun - Poland

Max Comer - New Zealand

Agreed

11. Presentation of received proposals of guidelines for WFDB

This list has been sent out to every member country.  It is the list that one of the committees is supposed to work with.

Proposal from Stig Ohlson to give this list to the guidelines committee and consider item 11 completed.

Agreed.

Proceedings adjourned at 5.30 p.m. until next morning.

12 October 2001 

12. Report from the editorial committee, and presentation of final draft of the Constitution

Lex Grandia of the editorial committee presented a final draft of the constitution, with small changes in Article 3 – 4.

Article 1 – 2 : no changes.

Article 3

Functions of WFDb

3.2

(c) to promote improvements in the field of education, rehabilitation and employment of deafblind people.

Article 4

4.4  Special Membership can be divided into four (4) categories of membership:  Individual membership, Honorary membership, Associate membership and Sponsoring membership.

Special members have the right to participate in all WFDb activities.  Unless they are Elected Officers they have no right to vote in General Assembly.

4.7 Associate Membership of WFDb is open to individuals, organisations and institutions, who are in agreement with the aim of WFDb.

4.8 Sponsoring Membership is open to all individuals, organisations and institutions, who want to support WFDb financially.

Articles 5 - 9  -  No changes

13. Approving the WFDb Constitution

Proposal by Lex Grandia - To accept WFDb Constitution

For:  42

Against:  3

Abstain:  1 

Total Votes:  46

Carried.

Irene McMinn – Australia, and Sven Topp – Australia, made objections to article 1.3, as no mention  is made of physical disabilities, only visual and auditive impairment.

Stig Ohlson answered that no changes are possible at this stage, as the Constitution has been approved., but that the matter would be considered by the Executive Council for the next General Assembly. 

14. Election of Executive Council in accordance with the new Constitution 

Voting was executed by written ballots on the night before.

28 countries had the right to vote, according to the new constitution. The votes cast in the written ballot are: 

14.1 - President

Stig Ohlson - Sweden - 26 votes

Lex Grandia - Denmark - 2 votes

Stig Ohlson elected  President

14.2 - Vice President

Daniel Alvarez Reyes - Spain - 27 votes 

One blank vote. 

14.3 - Secretary General

Lex Grandia - Denmark - 26 votes

Daniel Alvarez Reyes - Spain - 1 vote

One blank vote. 

Lex Grandia elected Secretary General

14.4 - Treasurer

Jeffrey S. Bohrman - USA - 27 votes

Stig Ohlson - Sweden - 1 vote 

Jeffrey S. Bohrman elected Treasurer

14.5 - Six regional members

Result of the vote:

David Chiedo Shaba - Africa - 2 votes

Satoshi Fukushima - Asia - 2 votes

Craig McClean - North America - 2 votes

Sonia M Villacres - Latin America - 9 votes 

Sven Topp - Pacific - 1 vote

Jan Jakes - Europe - 1 vote

Sanja Tarczay - Europe - 7 votes

Seppo Jurvanen - Europe - 1 vote

Proposal to approve votes cast. 

26 delegates were present.

For: 26

Against: 0

Carried.

Elected members: David Chiedo Shaba, Africa, Satoshi Fukushima, Asia, Craig McClean, North America, Sonia M Villacres, Latin America, Sven Topp, Pacific, and Sanja Tarczay, Europe.

15. Election of two auditors

Robbie Van Eck - South Africa - 26 votes

Jozef Mendrun - Poland - 27 votes

Monique McDonald - Canada - 1 vote

Linda Eriksson - Sweden - 1 vote

One blank vote.

Proposal to approve of votes cast.

For : 26 votes

Against: 0

Carried

Robbie Van Eck and Jozef Mendrun elected as auditors.

16. Election of election committee

Jan Jakes – Czech Republic - 27 votes

Jan Scahill - New Zealand - 24 votes

Andre van Deventer - South Africa - 25 votes

Seppo Jurvanen - Finland - 1 vote

(David Shaba - Tanzania - 1 vote)

Dorothy Walt - USA - 1 vote

Jose Llong - Peru - 1 vote

Edgar Reyes - Dominican Republic - 1 vote

Jamie McNamara - USA - 1 vote

Beatriz V de Fuentes - Colombia - 1 vote

(Sonja M Villacres - Ecuador - 1 vote

Craig McClean - Canada - 1 vote

Lex Grandia - Denmark - 1 vote)

(Note: Persons nominated for Election Committee but serving on Executive Council or as Auditors cannot be considered.)

Terry Free, New Zealand, objected to Executive council being elected by Election Committee, as this system impinged on the rights of individual members to have a choice of vote.  At the General Assembly, a list of all the nominations along with information or cv's should be available to all members.

Roger Galo, Honduras, suggested that the three candidates for the election committee who get the most votes are the ones who should be elected to the committee. 

Proposal to accept proposition made and elect the following nominations as Election Committee:

Jan Jakes – Czech Republic - 27 votes

Jan Scahill - New Zealand - 24 votes

André van Deventer - South Africa - 25 votes

For: 21

Carried.

17. Reports from the committees of the Founding Assembly:

17.1 - Editorial committee; resolution;

Lex Grandia – Denmark:

Editorial Committee has prepared a draft resolution from the General Assembly of the World Federation of the Deafblind:

Resolution:

In line with all United Nations conventions on Human Rights: 

We, representatives of the deafblind people of the world, united in Auckland at the Founding General Assembly of the World Federation of the Deafblind on October 12th 2001, urge all governments

- to recognise deafblindness as a unique disability

- to recognise all persons with deafblindness as persons with the right to full participation in all areas of society including education, information, communication, employment and political life.

To ensure the quality of life and full participation of all persons with deafblindness we urge all governments to provide the necessary services including special education, guide services, interpreter services, accessible information, accessible communication and accessibility in the entire environment.

Open floor for discussion:

Myrian Torres – Venezuela: Congratulations on resolution.

Arnold Cielens – Australia:

If you begin to implement programmes deafblind persons should be consulted and involved in organising services and provisions which becomes then "nothing about us without us".

17.2 - Guidelines committee:

Linda Eriksson - Sweden

Jozef Mendrun - Poland

Max Comer - New Zealand

Linda Eriksson reported from the committee four main points: 

1. Implementation of the Human Rights and the UN Standard Rules.

- Go on with the commenced work  to bring about a convention of disability and to include the disability perspective in the Human Rights.

- Increase the deafblind persons´ knowledge about the Human Rights and the UN Standard Rules and how to use these rights and rules in their everyday life.

This issue includes e.g. education, employment, rehabilitation, technology, guides and interpreters, and will improve the deafblind persons´ quality of life.

2. Definition.

- Official international definition of deafblindness (functional and/or medical).

- Official international establishment of the demographic indicator showing the percentage of deafblind in society/the world.

- International data bank about deafblindness.

3. National issues.

- Locate deafblind persons in countries where there are no national organisations of deafblind.

- Support the located deafblind persons in countries where there are no national organisation of deafblind, to create new organisations.

- Advise existing national and regional organisations of deafblind in questions concerning e.g. how to influence governmental authorities, how to become a juridical person, how to obtain resources for programmes, governmental support and responsibility. 

4. Internal issues.

- WFDB logotype.

- WFDB financing.

- WFDB Newsletter and other information in different languages.

- WFDB Constitution.

- Proper representation of different specific groups of deafblind persons, such as multi-disabled, in WFDB.

18. Recommendations from the Founding Assembly regarding guidelines for the future work

Proposal  to approve the guidelines drafted by the guidelines committee, and to urge the Executive council to use them in their work. 

For:  23

Carried

19. Decision of membership fees

Proposal from Provisional Board that membership fee be low.  US$40.00 for the next four years.

US $40.00 for National Members, Individual Members and Associate Members.

Edgar Reyes - Dominican Republic:

The fee is fair.  My worry is how will this payment be made.  In my country the cost of commissions for banker’s drafts or bank transactions to foreign accounts is expensive.  Would ask Treasury to design an inexpensive way to pay membership fee.  I suggest payment made every four years at the meeting of the General Assembly.

Reply - Stig Ohlson - A solution will be discussed.

Takanao Kondo - Japan

Does it apply to individual members who registered with this conference?

Reply - Stig Ohlson - Yes - but their own decision.

Ingvar Blomberg - Sweden

Suggest payment by credit card.

Proposal to accept membership fee of US$40.00 for next four years for National Members, Individual Members and Associated Members.

For:  22

Carried

20. The adoption of a resolution by the WFDB Founding General Assembly

Proposal to adopt the resolution drafted by the editorial committee of the WFDb Founding General Assembly

For:  17

Against:  0

Carried.

21. Place for the next WFDb General Assembly and Helen Keller Conference

Proposal that the Executive Council be given the task of investigating the location for the next General Assembly.  As soon as confirmed it will be announced.

For:  21

Carried

22.  Guest speakers

Mr. Don Wills, Chairman of International Disability Alliance (IDA) congratulated WFDb on its first successful General Assembly, as did Ms. Sonja Lindh from the board of SHIA, Sweden, and Ms. Kicki Nordstrom, President of WBU.

The President of WFDb, Mr. Stig Ohlson, announced that the Executive Council has decided to appoint the World Blind Union to WFDb’s first Honorary Member. WBU has given great support to the international work of and for deafblind people. The Helen Keller conferences, arranged with support from WBU, have made international work possible for deafblind people, and in this way the World Blind Union has been a very important, not to say necessary, associate to us. 

23.  Closing

Official closing of the Founding General Assembly by Stig Ohlson 4.30pm Friday 12 October 2001. 

Minutes checked and signed by:
_______________


                   _______________

Arnold Cielens



Malin Eriksson

Australia




Sweden
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